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OVER  FOURoFIFTHS  OF  THE  1951  CORN  ACREAGE  PLANTED  WITH  HYBRID  SEED 


A  total  of  nearly  70  million  acres*  or  81 oO  percent  of  the  U.  S«  corn  cropa 
was  planted  with  hybrid  seed  this  year,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics*  This  compares  with  65*3  million  acres,  or  77u4  percent,  in  1950  and 
68*5  million  acres,  or  77o7  percent  in  1949,  Acreage  increases  in  the  North  Centra] 
States,  where  hybrids  are  used  extensively,  contributed  to  this  year*s  large  hybrid 
acreage?  controls  on  corn  acreage  were  in  effect  last  year  in  the  commercial  areas 
of  these  Statesc  In  1933,  the  first  year  of  the  hybrid  series,  only  0»1  percent  of 
the  total  corn  acreage  was  planted  with  hybrids*  By  1938,  hybrids  were  planted  on 
14  million  acres  or  15  percent  of  the  total  coin  acreage?  By  1943,  hybrids  were 
used  on  over  half  of  the  total  acreage* 


In  the  important  producing  North  Central  States,  hybrids  are  now  being  grown 
on  95  percent  of  the  corn  acreages*  In  the  heart  of  the  Corn  Belt--Qhio,  Indiana, 
Illinois*  and  Iowa-"- they  are  used  to  plant  practically  all  of  the  corn  acreagoe  The 
largest  relative  increases  in  the  use  of  hybrids  are  taking  place  in  the  South¬ 
eastern  Stateso  Although  considerably  more  hybrids  were  planted  in  Georgia  and 
Alabama  in  1951  than  a  year  earlier,  the  percentages  in  these  States  are  only  27*5 
and  24*5,  respectively,  of  the  total  acreagec  Substantial  increases  in  this  area 
seem  probable  for  the  next  several  years? 

The  19-year  series  on  U0  S*  corn  acreage  planted  with  hybrid  seed  is  shown 

below* 


CORN  ACREAGE  PLANTED  WITH  HYBRID  SEED,  UNITED  STATES,  1933-1951 
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COPOJ  ACREAGE  PLAINED  ¥ITE  HYBRID  SLID ,  1949-1950-1951 
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